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Age Demographics-53066
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20.9%

64.8%

0.4%

6.6%

7.3%

Never married:

Married:

Separated:

Widowed:

Divorced:
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1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

St. Matthews 2.1% 0.0% 0.4% -1.7% -2.2% -11.2% -4.4% -3.8% -0.9% -0.7% -3.5%

Hope 7.1% 1.9% -7.5%

Holy Trinity 0.3% -2.0% -11.0% -1.5% 3.0% -6.4% 2.8% 6.0% 3.4% 3.0% 1.6%

Combined 1.6% -0.5% -2.4% -1.6% -1.0% -5.7% 0.1% -0.6% 0.4% -0.2%

WELS -0.1% 0.0% -0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 0.5% 0.2%
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Membership Change From Year Before

Reasons for Membership Loss Since 2000
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Removals 2 0 15 9 8 1 50 40 31 18 13

Releases 9 2 13 9 20 25 18 7 8 5 15

Transfer-Hope 63 27 4 7 2 

Transfer-Other 27 32 25 32 41 43 41 6 24 6 15 

Deaths 9 14 10 12 10 7 5 5 17 9 13

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

�
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Longevity in the Church
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

St. Matthews 40.1% 36.6% 38.5% 38.7% 39.6% 38.1% 39.9% 41.1% 42.7% 41.4% 41.6% 43.2%

Hope 67.4% 63.4% 68.8% 65.4% 64.9%

Holy Trinity 49.9% 45.1% 43.6% 49.1% 53.6% 55.7% 61.8% 61.1% 59.8% 59.0% 56.7% 55.0%

WELS 44.7% 44.7% 44.6% 44.7% 45.6% 44.7% 45.1% 44.5% 44.3% 44.0% 43.1%
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Percent of Membership in Worship
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

St. Matthews 7.4% 4.7% 7.3% 6.6% 6.3% 10.1% 9.3% 9.7% 9.0% 8.2% 16.0% 15.0%

Hope 21.0% 33.3% 16.7% 35.0% 41.2%

WELS 14.1% 14.8% 13.8% 13.7% 14.2% 14.3% 14.3% 14.2% 14.4% 14.3% 14.1%

Holy Trinity 18.2% 17.3% 19.1% 17.7% 19.0% 18.4% 20.7% 18.8%
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Percent of Communicants in Bible Study
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o SMLC’s commitment to the study of God’s Word through organized Bible 
Study has routinely been half of the Synod average until a significant increase 
to slightly above Synod average in 2007.  
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$1,000

$1,200

$1,400

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Special Gifts $0 $0 $0 $222 $656 $241 $229 $421 $408 $257 $379 $248

Offerings $566 $542 $604 $640 $687 $718 $808 $854 $927 $939 $1,007 $1,127

Gifts per Communicant
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Other 26 49 57 11 21 14 34 21 39 42 43 49 

Repair the Temple 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 51 166 

Rooted In Christ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 236 328 162 231 12 

Forward In Christ 0 0 0 251 702 235 143 128 0 0 0 0 

Debt Reduction 0 0 0 0 30 28 79 26 35 65 49 32 

Tuition and Fees 38 40 52 61 64 70 111 120 158 154 128 129 

Offerings 626 613 683 726 767 783 783 791 826 829 883 953 
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Income Sources
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 “The importance and emphasis that our synod gives to Christian education can be 
clearly seen in our extensive network of Lutheran elementary and high schools… 
This commitment does not only benefit children and families. It also benefits our 
synod as it carries out its mission. Nearly 90 percent of all called workers in the 
synod are products of Christian schools. The schools, then, are incubators not only 
for Christian faith, but also for full-time Christian service.” �%��$'#8��5�$*�$(�� ��+$�%�>�
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Annual Gift Distribution

Shepherding 
Souls
0.1%

Christian 
Education-Others

7.2%

Outreach-
Community

0.5%

Stewardship
0.7%

Christian 
Education-School

50.0%

Outreach-World
12.0%

Administration
14.2%

Worship and 
Spiritual Life

15.3%
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