Compelled by the love of Christ, St. MatthewOs Evangelical Lutheran Church and School
seek to reach out to our families, community and world, using Law and Gospel to make
disciples, growing and nurturing them in their Christian faith and life.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Examination Sunday
April 25 & April 26, 2010

We Welcome You! N Visitors, we extend our sincere greeting and to those who seek a
church home, we offer fellowship with the living Savior. Please introduce yourself to Pastor
Schultz, Pastor Schmidt and to others. We ask that everyone please sign our attendance
record found in each pew during the offering. Please take a moment to greet one another
and worship with us again soon.

Please note that crying children can be quieted in the Fireside Room, where you can
observe the service on our TV monitor or in the Parents Room located in the church
basement.

Tue Lorn's We celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper today. In his Word, God
SUPPER - makes it clear that Holy Communion is to be shared by people of a common
R proclamation of faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17). So without
v~ judging anyoneOs hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their
membership in our congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly
prepared (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) to receive the Sacrament. See the front of the Hymnal,
page 156, for a guide for preparation.

Guests, we would love to have you attend. Please speak with one of the pastors
about instruction in our Christian faith and this Sacrament so you will be ready to partake of
this wonderful meal in full unity with us after that instruction. Thank you for respecting the
way we celebrate the Lord's Supper in our congregations.

Distribution As we receive the Sacrament today weOll stand in front of the pews with 7 on a
side. WeOll begin with the center aisle at the usherOs directio@ommunicants proceed to
the front down the center aisle and turn towards the side aisle to stand in groups of 7 and
return to their pew down the side aisle. After the first several groups have communed, at the
usherOs direction, the hoir loft goes to the back of church and up the left side of the center
aisle. Balcony communicants go up the left of the center aisle. South pews go to the back of
church and up the right side of the center aisle. Non-alcoholic wine, light in color, is in the
center of the tray. Please reserve it for those who will be using it for health reasons.

Focus of Worship N To encourage growth in the Christian knowledge and faith, we
maintain the rite of Confirmation in our Lutheran Church. As the catechumens publicly
profess the one true faith, the Christian congregation, entrusted with the Word and
Sacraments, invites them to receive the Lord®s Supper, assured that the catechumens are
able to receive the Sacrament to their blessing and as an expression of unity in faith. YouOll
grow in GodOs grace and knowledge as you hear the Scriptural truth our students confes.

Musical Prelude N As we prepare to worship, the prelude helps us direct our thoughts to
God and makes the sanctuary a place of meditation and prayer.

Our Order of Worship: “Divine Service II”

Opening Worship (Divine Service Il Booklet, pages 1-4)

The Scripture Lesson Revelation 7:9-17
After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And
they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb." All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!" Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white
robesN who are they, and where did they come from?" | answered, "Sir, you know." And he
said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, "they are before the throne
of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread
his tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will
not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be
their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes." NIV

Examination of our confirmation students (We review the chief teachings of the Bible which
God has revealed to save us and guide us in our lives)

Message from God’s Word — John 10:27-30
My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father's hand. | and the Father are one." NIV




The Offering

The Prayer of the Church

The Prayer of Thanksgiving, Lord’s Prayer, and Words of Institution
(Divine Service Il Booklet, pages 8-10)

The Distribution of the Lord’s Supper
Distribution Hymns 375 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
432 “l Am Jesus Little Lamb”
360 “The Lord’s My Shepherd; I'll Not Want”

The Song of Simeon (Divine Service Booklet, pages 11-12)

Closing Hymn 293 “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”

Divine Service Il Booklets Please leave the Divine Service Il booklets in the pew racks so
that they can be used again for our Monday Worship Service. Thank you!

In Our Prayers: Members and friends of St. MatthewOs who need our prayers
Roger and Penny Thole are celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary on May 1.
Jason Fredrick and Heide Van de Vyver were married yesterday.

Serving God and Us Today

Worship Leader: Pastor Daniel Schmidt

Sermon: Pastor Jonathan Schultz

Communion Assistant: Dennis Fletcher

Organist: Tracy Schmidt

Usher Captains: (8:00a.m.) Greg Thurow (10:30a.m.) Jon McGarvey

(Monday) Larry Johnson
Greeters: (8:00a.m.) Jon, Laura, Caitlin, Megan and Maureen McGarvey
(10:30a.m.) Mark and Eileen Thurow

Altar Flowers: provided by Roger and Penny Thole in celebration of their 45th
wedding anniversary on May 1st. Congratulations and may our loving Savior continue to
bless your marriage.

Upcoming Usher Teams:

Sunday, May 2, 2010 (8:00a.m.) Harold Redfield (10:30a.m.) Chad Lauersdorf (1:30p.m.)
Harold Redfield

Monday, May 3, 2010 (7:00p.m.) Jerry Wendt

Upcoming Singing Groups: N
Sunday, May 2, 2010 (8:00a.m.) Grade 4 of St. MatthewOs Schoo(1:30p.m.) Confirmation
Class

Next Week’s Message: What do we all need throughout our lives? Love. But isnOt human
love often self-centered? IsnOt that why we fall in and out of love? We usually love those who
are lovable or valuable to us. Join us next week to learn a lesson on true love, eternal love,
GodOs love. His love moves us to follow ChristOs Onew commari® love one another.

Youth Confirmation Service is next Sunday, May 2nd at 1:30 p.m. We invite you to join
our confirmands and their families as these young Christians confess their faith in Jesus.

Dylan Baldassari
Barton Cox
Angie Goessner
Carson Henley
Nicole Italiano
Amanda Johnson
Mason Kellner
Emily Mamerow
Jenna Marti
Kaylee McDonald
Megan McGarvey
Hailey Niedfeldt
Joshua Pagel
Ryan Porter
Kirsten Ruffert
Robert Seaman
Emily Schmidt
Scott Sievert
Garrett Stocker
Luke Thiele
Mitchell Worm
Anna Ziel



Reception and Welcome During Bible Study Hour - On this examination Sunday our
confirmands will have opportunity to express the faith and knowledge of GodOs Word the
Lord has given them during their catechism studies. During Bible Hour weOll welcome them
and our council members will review the joys, privileges, and responsibilities of membership
in ChristOs church and our congregation. Join usdr the welcome in the Fellowship Center
during Bible hour.

Bible Hour Helpers Each Bible Hour Helper is asked to bring 5 dozen cookies and one
gallon of juice. These items should be dropped off in the church kitchenette upstairs before
7:30 a.m. Sunday morning. Bible Hour Helpers are not responsible for making the coffee,
serving or clean up. We have various groups scheduled to serve throughout the year. A
free will offering will be taken to cover the cost of coffee, plates, napkins and cups. If you
would like to provide refreshments please stop in the church office to sign-up. Thank you to
everyone who has so graciously supplied us with refreshments and to the groups that serve
during fellowship hour. If you have any questions please contact Amy Bence at
abence@smls.org or 262-567-2418, ext. 32.

Bible Hour Helpers
May May 2, 2010 b Kathy Rusch, Jeanne Ward, Melinda Reichert
May 9, 2010 b Janet Sandvold, Liz Schmidt, Deb Schramm
May 16, 2010 b Laura Lai, Amy Bence, Shelley Myers
May 23, 2010 b Betty Reul, Scott Surges, Amber Terry
May 30, 2010 B Mary Thiele, Connie Hanson, Cheryl Schultz

Bible Study Opportunities

Sunday Bible Study 9:15 — 10:15 a.m. Adult Study — Fellowship Center: WeOll study
OThe Genesis Flood,O beginning May 2nd. Join us to learn how GodOs just anger at sin and
His amazing grace continued to the human race during the time of the flood. WeOll also
answer the question, OHow did Noah get that many animals on the ark? The New Tetament
uses the flood as a symbol of baptism and a reminder of GodOs warning about the final
Judgment Day. The flood also accounts undoubtedly for many of the geological formations
that evolutionists attribute to Omillions of years.O

Teen Study — Join the adult study in the fellowship center. We appreciate your comments
and application of GodOs Word!

Sunday Bible School: is at 9:15 a.m. for children ages 3 through grade 7. Meet in the
gymnasium for our opening prayer. This year will be the completion of the three year plan to
cover the key areas of the catechism. We will be learning about the Petitions of the LordOs
Prayer, the Sacrament of the Altar, and Baptism.

Childcare for Bible Study: Free childcare is available for parents attending Bible Study
between services.

Monday Bible Study is offered on Mondays, 8:00 B 8:30 p.m. for those who are unable to
attend on Sundays. WeOll repeat the study from Sunday morning on Genesis.

Tuesday Bible Study: meets in the Fireside Room at 6:30 a.m. Please come and join us!

Women in the Word Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 8:00 a.m. WeOre
studying the glory of ChristOs resurrection and itOs meaning for our faith and life.

Eastern Religions Bible Study NEW TIME! Defend Your Faith Series on Eastern
Religions continues starting one hour earlier on Tuesday from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Eastern Religions Bible study turns to Transcendental Meditation this week. Is this just a
mere philosophy as this school of thought presents or is it a religion incrementally
transforming American culture...specifically our Christian culture and heritage. Join us
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. as we explore the dangerous snares Satan has brought to our nation
and how to penetrate this false teaching with the Gospel."

Men’s Bible Study meets on the second Saturday of each month. Breakfast served from
7:30 to 8:00 a.m. On May 8th guest speaker Rev. Joel Gerlach will discuss OFacing LifeOs
Issues with a Biblical PerspectiveO. Come, start your weekend with good food for both bog
and soul. WeOre looking forward to an excellent study by pastor Gerlach. In the past he has
served congregations in California and Wisconsin. He has also served as professor at our
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

Bible Information Class: Classes are in session now on Sundays, and weOre always
thankful to begin new classes when people express an interest. Contact the Church office
(262-567-2418) for further information or to register for an up-coming class.

Guests or Inquirers DitOs a great chance to learrthe truths God revealed through His
sacred writers B and ultimately revealed through His Son Jesus, without obligation to join
our congregation, but with the opportunity to become a communing member when the
classes are finished. Whether learning for the first time or reviewing for the 100th, weOre
always blessed when we study, discuss, and apply these core foundational teachings to our
faith and life.

Members Dthis is a great chance to review the main teachings of GodOs Word (and invite an
unchurched friend to learn with you so they too understand the reason for your joy and hope
in Christ).




Examination Sunday Today our confirmands will review the truths of the Christian faith

through our examination. God be with them as they not only confess the faith the Holy Spirit

has planted in their hearts, but continue in His Word throughout their lives. Please join us

for a reception to greet them today in our fellowship center downstairs between services.

New Member Welcome is next Sunday, May 2nd, in our morning services. WeOll welcome S M‘\‘I"LL\QW)S

with prayer the members who have joined our family of believers during the months of
February, March and April.

A Reminder that beginning May 30", Memorial Day weekend, our late service starts at WO?’Sﬁl}? Fo (der

10:00 a.m. instead of 10:30am. This will continue through Labor Day weekend, September .54]91’1[25 2010

5th. Bible study will be offered for all ages from 9:15 -9:45 a.m. All family members are ’

invited to come together to the Fellowship Center for a time of study and discussion of GodOs * *

Word. Beginning Sunday, June 20th, while the adults and teens continue to meet together, Exam lnatlon S%nday

we will conduct a special study for our young people Age 3 through Grade 7. The format for
these classes will be the same as during the past couple of years: a Scripture Lesson one

week and a craft the next.

May Monthly Messenger is ready for pickup and copies can be found on the credenza in
the back of church. If you need help in obtaining a copy please ask an usher for assistance.
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818 W. Wisconsin Avenue Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 53066-2699 567-2418 Ext. 25
Pastor Jonathan E. Schultz (262) 567-2418, Ext. 26; Home (262) 342-2254
Pastor Daniel R. Schmidt (262) 567-2418, Ext. 29; Home (920) 262-2328
Dennis R. Fletcher, Staff Minister (262) 567-2418, Ext. 30; Home (262) 567-1475
St. MatthewOs Lutheran School: 3KEighth Grade
School Office 567-5396 Residence: Principal Eric Ziel (262) 490-9382
Church and School Web Site - www.smls.org

St. Matthew’s is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod




