
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   There was a  time when Jesus 
was a source of terror to Martin 
Luther. He thought of him as sit-
ting on the rainbow as judge, a 
judge who give to each what he 
has earned during his lifetime. 
The sight of the crucifix was to 
him like a stroke of lightning. He 
saw God only as an angry God 
who would punish him for his sins. 
This was hardly knowing Jesus as 
he really is. Luther did not know 
God as he really is. The result 
was fear and despair. 
 
   But that changed. By the grace 
of God it changed. Through read-
ing Scripture, especially the let-
ters of St. Paul, Luther learned to 
know Jesus Christ as the crucified 
One. He learned to know what the 
crucifixion of Jesus really accom-
plished. From a terrifying stroke of  
lightning the crucifix became the 
symbol of God’s love. Jesus, the 
stern  judge,  became  Jesus,  the  

 
 

gracious Redeemer. The God 
who condemns became the God 
who saves. He learned to know 
Jesus, to know God as he really 
is. The result was peace and sal-
vation. 
 
    Peace, salvation – that’s what 
we want. Peace, salvation – that 
ours through Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 
 
    The reason St. Paul in all his 
preaching wanted to know nothing 
except Jesus Christ and him cru-
cified was that he knew, and 
wanted those who heard him to 
know, the great value and impor-
tance of Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus 
was crucified to prepare a com-
plete salvation, a free salvation. 
 
   Crucified – that was an ac-
cursed way to die. Paul wrote to 
the Galatians: Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by be-
coming a curse for us, for It is 
written: “Cursed is everyone who 
is hung on a tree” (Galatians 
3:13). Why did he die this ac-
cursed death? So Christ was sac-
rificed once to take away the sins 
of many people (Hebrews 9:28). 
Whose sins? The Lord has laid on 

him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 
53:6). How many of our sins? Je-
sus gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all wickedness (Titus 
2:14). How many sacrifices are 
needed? When this priest had 
offered for all time one sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of God (Hebrews 10:12). 
And what did he accomplish with 
this one sacrifice? He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all by 
his own blood, having obtained 
eternal redemption (Hebrews 
9:12). 
  
   Indeed, he was crucified to pre-
pare a complete salvation: all 
sins, of all people, once for all, 
through one sacrifice, eternal re-
demption. On the cross Jesus put 
it this way: It is finished! 
 
   That’s not the way Luther had 
learned it. He had learned that in 
the Mass Jesus was offering him-
self in an unbloody manner even 
as he had offered himself in a 
bloody manner on the cross. The 
one sacrifice had not really taken 
care of everything. There were 
still temporal punishments for sin 
that required acts of penance on 
the part of the sinner, perhaps a 
pilgrimage or prescribed prayers 
or buying indulgences.  
  
   If that wasn’t done, purgatory 
awaited the sinner before he 
would be able to enter heaven. 
Luther had not learned to know 
the crucified Christ as one who 
had prepared a complete salva-
tion.  
   What joy when he learned the 
truth from Scripture! What com-

fort! Jesus had done it all for him, 
all that his sins made necessary, 
all that God’s holiness and justice 
demanded. Salvation was com-
plete! 
 
   As heirs of the Reformation we 
have heard this since we were 
children. That’s what we learned 
as we were taught Luther’s Small 
Catechism. I believe that Jesus 
Christ . . . has redeemed me . . . 
from all sins, from death and from 
the power of the devil . . . with his 
holy, precious blood and with his 
innocent suffering and death. 
Thank God for the Reformation! 
       
 
 

FUNERALS 
 
 
 
September 24 – Elder Zabel, who 
died on September 14 at the age 
of 94 
 
September 26 – Viola Pleyte, 
who died on September 23 at the 
age of 97 
 
October 16 – LaVerna Ketter, 
who died on October 12 at the 
age of 88 

 
 
WEDDINGS 

 
September 24 – 
Janelle Zastrow and 
Nathan  Fredrick 
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October 22 – Jessica Steinmetz 
and Tucker Eichhorst 

 
 

 
BAPTISMS 
 
 

September 25 – Nicholas Abbott 
Perry, son of David Perry and 
Nikki Fochs; Sponsor: Kayla Rup-
now; Witnesses: Angela Condella, 
Steve Dobbs and Tony Condella 
 
October 8 – Sierra Rose Mattano, 
daughter of Brian Thomas and 
Rebecca Mattano; Witnesses: 
Melissa Rawlins, Chris Thomas, 
Alisha Gocke and Ben Karwoski 
 
 

 

 
 

MEMORIALS  
 

 
 

In memory of:   
 
Viola Pleyte 
Unified Memorial     $1,130 
Workers for the Lord             20 
Debt Retirement            25 
Shepherd’s Staff              15 
Memorial Library            15 
 
Luke Sandvold 
Restricted – Youth Asst.    $100 
 
O.P. Ketter 
Restricted – Debt Ret.        $500 
 

LaVerna Ketter 
Unified Budget                  $445 
Debt Retirement            25 
Shepherd’s Staff             10 
Rooted in Christ           210 
 
Sandra K. Evans 
Restricted – Debt Ret.        $100 
 
Genevieve Zimdars 
Unified Memorial          $25 
 
Other: 
 
65th wedding anniversary of Carl 
and Lula Degner 
Workers for the Lord          $50 
Unified Budget             25 
 
 
 

DOOR OFFERING 
 
   On November 6 we are planning 
to have a door offering to help 
bring two laymen of the group that 
has been gathered by the Pan de 
Vida/Bread of Life outreach work 
among Latinos being done in 
Santa Ana, CA. We’d like Arturo 
Aguillar and Juan Zavala to come 
to Wisconsin at the end of May to 
experience call-day and gradua-
tion at our Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary and to visit the Synod 
offices in Milwaukee so that they 
can bring back to the other people 
at Pan de Vida an awareness of 
the extent of the network of WELS 
Christians who have made the 
outreach ministry in Santa Ana 
possible. 
 
   St. John’s of Rock Springs, WI 
has committed to provide funds 
for the purchase of an airplane 

ticket for one of the men, and our 
Mission Society will make avail-
able $250 from its treasury to pur-
chase the other ticket. However, 
since that might not be enough to 
cover the cost of a ticket, we will 
have the door offering on Novem-
ber 5. Thrivent Financial for Lu-
therans will provide matching 
funds. If the amount received ex-
ceeds the cost of the airplane 
tickets, we would send the bal-
ance to Pan de Vida to use to 
purchase things that are needed 
in its recently-purchased worship 
facility and ministry center.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

 
     Sunday Bible School is off to a 
good start!  One change that is 
effective Sunday 10/23 is the lo-
cation where we will begin each 
Sunday.  We will no longer begin 

Unified Budget vs. U.B. Contributions September 2005 YTD 2004 YTD 

Budget       72,717.62 708,996.75 632,640.00 

U.B. Contributions       54,145.54      585,864.50      567,499.19 

U.B Contribution overage (shortage) (18,572.08) (123,132.25) (65,140.81) 

UB Contributions as percent of Budget 74.5% 82.6% 89.7% 

    

Debt as of September 30, 2005 and 2004  2005 YTD 2004 YTD 

Memorial Trust Fund loan payable         55,368.01        70,150.00 

Interest due on Mem. Trust Fund loan                    -             6,512.00 

Bank line of credit outstanding         89,000.00        32,000.00 

Total debt       144,368.01      108,662.00 



in the church proper, but rather in 
Mrs. Mammerow’s classroom.  
Please make note of this change 
and it is our hope that it will im-
prove the class flow. 
 
     If your child is not already at-
tending Sunday Bible School, it is 
not too late to begin!  All children 
ages 3-6th Grade are welcome to 
attend.  Please don’t miss out on 
this wonderful opportunity to learn 
about our Savior. 
 

ST. MATTHEW’S 
ANNUAL BAKE SALE 

DEC 4TH 
 
 
     The Ladies Guild of St. Mat-
thews is sponsoring a Holiday 
Bake Sale!  Simplify your holiday 
preparations by purchasing 
homemade sweets.  
 
     Do you love to bake?  This is 
your opportunity.  We are looking 
for bakers to make cookies, candy 
or bars to donate to the sale.  
Baked donations can be dropped 
off on Saturday, December 3 from 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. in the base-
ment kitchen.  If you’d like to vol-
unteer to work at the bake sale, 
please call Kathy Rusch at 262-
560-1714 evenings.   
 
     Baking & packaging guide-
lines:  Cookies and bars should 
be at least 2 inches in diameter 
and placed in zip lock bags in 
groups of 3, 6 or 12. Cookies lar-
ger than 4 inches across will be 
sold as monster cookies and 
should be packaged individually in 

zip lock bags.  Candies and mini-
loafs of bread (no large loafs 
please) should be wrapped or 
bagged as well. Please label your 
bags (before filling is easiest) with 
the name of the product and 
whether it includes nuts or choco-
late.  You can use masking tape 
for this purpose.  Labeling helps 
to prevent allergic reactions.  Ex-
ample:  “Chocolate Chip Cookies 
with Pecans” or  “Russian Tea 
Cakes – includes nuts”.  
 
     Proceeds from the sale will be 
used toward the purchasing of  
non-budget items for St. Mat-
thews Church.  
 

     

 
 

LADIES GUILD 
 

    Church Decoration: Hear ye, 
Hear ye!  All able bodied men and 
women are needed to decorate 
the interior of our church for 
Christmas on Saturday, Decem-
ber 3rd at 8:00am . If enough 
show up it shouldn’t take more 
than 1-2 hours. Can you spare an 
hour or two on your busy Satur-
day?? If you need particulars 
please call Elsie Lemke or Tracy 
Schmidt. Hope to see you all 
there! 
 

    Next Meeting:  Ladies Guild will 
not be meeting in November. We 
will meet instead on Saturday, 
December 3rd, at 8:00am to help 
our congregation decorate the 
church interior for the upcoming 
Christmas season. The setting up 
of our bake sale for Sunday, De-
cember 4th, will also coincide with 
the decorating of our church. At 
this time we will also fill the cheer 
baskets for our members. A sug-
gested donation of two dozen 
cookies would be appreciated for 
these baskets. This busy, but very 
fulfilling, morning will then con-
clude with our Christmas party. 
Don’t forget that this is the day 
you find out who your secret sister 
is! If you are not able to attend 
this Saturday and would like an-
other secret sister for the follow-
ing year please let Elsie Lemke 
know by Friday, December 2nd 
 
 

CHURCH CHOIR 
 

     Church Choir -- Thanksgiving 

and Advent 

 
     Church Choir will be singing 
for the Thanksgiving Day service 
on Thursday, November 24, at 
9:00 A.M.  We would like to invite 
anyone  in the congregation who 
is in eighth grade or older to come 
sing with us.  Rehearsals for 
Thanksgiving will be on Thursday, 
November 3, 10, and 17 at 7:00 
P.M.  Meet us in the choir pews in 
the front of the  church. 
 
     On November 17 we will also 
begin rehearsing for the Advent 

service  on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7.  If you are not joining us for   
Thanksgiving, but you would like 
to sing for that Advent service,  
please come at 7:30 P.M. on the 
17th.  The first half of the  re-
hearsal will be working on 
Thanksgiving, but the second half 
will  be rehearsing for Advent.  An 
additional rehearsal for Advent 
will be on Thursday, December 1 
at 7:00 P.M. 
 

 
ADVENT DINNERS  

 
    As in past years, we will be 
serving dinner before the Advent 
Services. Just think you don't 
have to cook supper and the to 
top it off It is a great time for fel-
lowship with your friends/family.  
 
Dinner will be served from 5:30-
6:30.  The Groups serving are as 
follows: 
  
11/30 - MOM's group - BBQ Pork 
sandwiches 
  
12/7 -  Youth Group - Chicken 
Parmesan Marsala over noo-
dles 
  
12/14 - Ladies Guild - Hot Home-
made Turkey Sandwiches 
  

 
 



GREETERS 
 

Thank you to the following groups 
and families who served  as 
greeters during the month of Oc-
tober: 

ACTS 

Roland Lauterbach Family 

Pat Weiss Family 

Harold and Marlene Redfield 

Ronald and  Anne Hahm 

Rudy Dovnik Family 

Mike Lenz Family 

Peder Monis Family 

Jules & Lois Wynn 

  
     If anyone wants to sign up or 
has any questions about greeting 
to please call Betty Morgan at 
262-567-3360. 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 
     In November our church library 
will feature books on prayer and 
giving thanks to God for his abun-
dant blessings. You will find a 
good selection of books on these 

topics, including some for chil-
dren. 
 
     Following is a partial list of 
items that are missing from your 
church library. Please check to 
see if you might have any of these 
books at home. There is a return 
drop slot in the library. 
 
Book         Replacement Cost 
 
Concordia Self Study Bible 
$44.99 
 
Sweet the Moments 
$11.99 
 
At Home with Jesus  
$13.99 
 
     Also, just a reminder that each 
Sunday our service is available in  
Large print. There are three red 
books in the narthex. An usher 
will be happy to help you. 

 
LUTHERAN GIRL 

PIONEERS 
 

 
     Thank you to all the girls and 
their families for walking and col-
lecting pledges for our annual 
"Walk for the Love of Jesus".  We 
raised $1400.00 this year which 
will go towards Christmas gifts 
for our fellow members in need.  
Thanks goes out to all who helped 
in anyway for this big event.  Spe-

cial thanks to Thrivent for match-
ing $800 dollars. 

     Tues. Nov. 1st  -  Requirement 
Night 

     Sat. Nov. 5th  -  Fall Fun Day 
12:30 - 4:00 p.m.  -  Rollerskat-
ing for all girls in 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 
4th grades are eligable for this 
district event.  Hosted by St. 
John's, Watertown.  Speak with 
 your Leader if you have ques-
tions.   

      Tues. Nov. 8th - Leader Meet-
ing 6:30 p.m. 

     Tues. Nov. 15th - Requirement 
Night 

     Tues. Nov. 29th - Requirement 
Night 

 

 

PRESCHOOL POWER 
HOUR 

     Our first session is nearing a 
close with last classes being 
Wednesday, November 2 and 
Sunday, November 6.  We have 
had a great time and welcomed 
many new faces.  We had 51 stu-
dents enrolled this session.   

     PPH Staff will be offering child-
care between services in the 
school gym for parents attending 
Bible classes.  This will be offered 
from November 13 through De-
cember 18.  No sign up is re-
quired and no fees will be 
charged.   

     We will be accepting registra-
tions now through December 31 
for our second session of PPH 
which will begin on Wednesday, 
February 1, and Sunday, Febru-
ary 5.  There are brochures with 
registration forms in the tract rack 
or call 567-5396 Ext. 15 for more 
information.   

     All families of the congregation 
and community with young chil-
dren are invited to attend our 
“Happy Birthday, Jesus!” party 
which will be held from 10-11:30 
AM on Saturday, December 10.  
This interactive program focusing 
on the events of Christ’s birth 
includes games, story time, crafts 
and snack for children ages 0-10 

MOM’S GROUP 

    MOM’S Group is off to a strong 
start!  We have had 2 meetings 
and have really enjoyed the study 
and fellowship opportunity.  The 
children have been well cared for 
while we are able to gather and 
dive into God’s Word.  Our cur-
rent bible study is a 6 part series 
that is themed “Leading a Bal-
anced Life”.  We are learning to 
turn our priorities toward Jesus 
and seeing how the rest of life’s 
busy activities will fall into pre-
spective.   

     Our new group is looking for-
ward to the first Advent supper 
and our opportunity to serve at 
St. Matthew’s! 

     MOM’s Group is open to all 
mother’s at St. Matthew’s with 
preschool age children who are 
looking for a monthly opportunity 



to meet other mom’s as well as 
bible study.  During the month of 
November, we are going to try 
and call all of the preschool 
mom’s to extend a personal invi-
tation. 

     If you would like to learn more 
about MOM’s Group, feel free to 
call Sara Portale at 567-9824 or 
email sport120@sbcglobal.net. 

 

MISSION SOCIETY 

     Locally there are a few 
changes coming up with LWMS.  
At. Matthew’s Mission Society is 
merging with the Ladies’ Guild, 
ceasing to function as a separate 
organization at St. Matthew’s.  We 
will therefore not be holding our 
separate monthly meetings.  
However this is the only change  
that will be clearly evident in our 
congregation. You will still be re-
ceiving information about the 
LWMS and all its related Mission 
News! 

     The National LWMS Conven-
tion “Shout Jesus From the Moun-
taintops” will be held June 22-25, 
2006 in Tacoma, Washington.  It 
is not too early to be thinking 
about making plans to attend.  If 
you have an interest in being part 
of a “tour” to the northwest includ-
ing the convention, you may wish 
to contact Tom’s Christian Tours 

of Fond du Lac at (920) 921-7737 
or www.tomschristiantours.com.   
For more information regarding 
this or any convention news, 
please contact our St. Matthew’s 
LWMS reporter Mary Lou Schmidt 
at 567-3859. 

     Befriend a Mission #5  Over 
the past few months, we have 
traveled to various parts of the 
U.S. for our mission assignments 
for 2005-2006.  However this 
month, we are leaving U.S. 
shores and going to Africa to 
meet our 5th missionary who is 
Pastor James Bartz.  Pastor Bartz 
and his wife, Jane, along with 
their children David (12) Rebekah 
(10), Sarah (9), and Elizabeth (6) 
live in Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi, 
Africa. 

     Pastor Bartz writes that he is 
now busy studying/learning the 
Chichiwa language.  They live 
only five minutes from downtown 
Blantyre in a nice ranch house in 
a nice part of Blantyre, but they 
still have burgler bars on the win-
dows for security, and a walled 
fence around their yard.  The chil-
dren attend school at the Interna-
tional School which is about a 
three minute drive from their 
home. 

     We look forward to more in-
formation from him in the near 
future, but he ended his letter” 
God’s richest blessings to your 
and yours.  Please continue to 
keep us in your prayers and we 
will do the same for you.”  This 
was followed by “Now may the 
Lord of peace himself give you 
peace at all times and in very 

way.  The Lord be with all of you” 
(2 Thess 3:16) 

     How hearwarming and faith-
boosting to receive a blessing 
from one who is across the seas, 
serving in our stead, and learning 
the language and cultural re-
quirements with his family at his 
side so the commission to “Go 
into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature” can be 
carried on on a daily basis.  May 
our prayers reach out to the 
throne of grace frequently as we 
remember all of our missionaries 
in North America and around the 
world. 

     Next month we will share with 
you the names and addresses of 
this special group of five mission-
aries once more so that you will 
be able to share holiday thoughts 
and wishes with this group of am-
bassadors for Christ. 

 

 ST. MATTHEW’S 
COOKBOOK IN THE 

WORKS.. 
 
….But we need YOUR help!  
Please send in 1-5 favorite family 
recipes.  The ACTS youth group 
kids are typing them up online at 
our Lock-In on Nov. 4th.  The 
ACTS youth group will also be 
putting in some extra special 
pages on the history of our be-
loved St. Matthew's church!   
 
    This will be one of their fund 
raisers with proceeds to help de-
fray the cost of summer rallies 
and service trips. We'd love to 
have lots of recipes to type that 
night.   
 
    Recipes will be collected 
through December or until we 
have collected at least 300 favor-
ite recipes.  Please contact past 
members, your married children, 
and send us all your favorites.  
We need recipes in each cate-
gory - including miscellaneous.  
We want recipes from every 
member!!!  We will be contacting 
past teachers and pastors, you 
contact past members please. 
 
     Please join us in this making 
this historical, collectible cook-
book become a reality and along 
the way know that you have 
helped firmly plant a foundation of 
youth ministry at St. Matthews! 
 
RECIPES:  email them to 
acts@smls.org   or drop them off 
in the back of church in the recipe 
basket. 



LUTHERAN BOY 
PIONNERS 

 
 

 
 
November 7 
 
Council Meeting at Boehme’s 
 
November 8 at 6:30 PM 
 
Buckaroos – Safety Night 
Recruits – Craft Night 
Campers – Dessert Night 
Troopers – Wood Project  
 
November 22 at 6:30 PM 
 
Buckaroos – Practice Songs 
Recruits – Songs and Craft  
Campers – Songs and Skill Night 
Troopers - Songs and Skill Night 
 
November 29 at 6:30 PM 
 
Buckaroos – Craft Night 
Recruits – Skill Night 
Campers – Craft Project 
Troopers – Wood Project 
 
Saturday December 3 
 
Christmas Parade 
 
 
 

 A.C.T.S. 

     Mr. Dan Kemnitz was an 
ACTS guest bible study teacher at 
on Oct. 7.   Mr. Kemnitz is a faith-
ful WELS member in Fond du Lac 
who was issued a divine call to 
serve in the area prisons as a 
counselor/bible study leader.  He 
gave the teens lots of solid infor-
mation on striking up  conversa-
tions with those who are really in 
a low point in their lives. 
 

 

     

     ACTS youth group invites St. 
Matthew’s to two upcoming spe-
cial events. We will be having a 
lockin on Friday November 4th 
from 8pm to 6am. It will be kicked 
off by the praise team from 8-9pm 
where the church and their friends 
are invited. There will then be fel-
lowship afterwards in the gym 
 and then fun and fellowship is 
planned for all the teens and their 
friends including open gym, bible 
studies, movies, pizza, games 
and more. What a great place to 
bring a friend who may not know 
Jesus. 

    We will also be having a spe-
cial service planned for Sunday 

Nov 13th at St. Matthew’s with the 
theme; “Who is Jesus?”  We hope 
that the service will be one that 
members of St. Matthew’s will be 
especially comfortable bringing a 
friend or neighbor who may not 
know who Jesus is and what He 
has done for us. It will be held at 
both services that day and will be 
done in a blended worship style. 
We will also be doing the same 
service at Hope the following 
Sunday. Teens have been prepar-
ing for the service and learning 
about worship as well as going 
over bible studies on the question 
“Who is Jesus?” 

                                     

OWLS 
    The November meeting of the 
Rock River OWLS group will be at 
Trinity in Watertown on November 
15, starting with a 12 noon pot-
luck.  Watch for more information 
in the November Sunday bulle-
tins. 

  

    

 

 

      

 


