
 

 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

He was delivered over to death 
for our sins.        --  Romans 4:25 
 
   A good place to begin Lent is 
with the old African-American 
spiritual (Christian Worship, 
#140). “Were You There? Were 
you there when they crucified my 
Lord?” 
 
   Notice the little pronoun in the 
verse from Romans above – “our 
sins.” It doesn’t take too much 
effort to see the sin involved in 
Christ’s death. We’re quick to pick 
up on the hatred and the hypoc-
risy of the Jewish leaders. We 
easily identify Pilate’s lack of 
courage and his unwillingness to 
stand up for justice. We think of 
Judas’ greed that led to the Sav-
ior’s betrayal, and Peter’s pride 
that led to his denial. We see how 
fear put the wings of flight on the 
disciple’s feet that night in the 
garden. 
 
   But “our sins!.” That can be an-
other matter. What we so easily 
see in others can remain unseen  
 

 

 

in ourselves. Paul sets the record 
straight with that pronoun “our.” 
So must we if our Lenten obser-
vance is to benefit us. My short-
comings, which no amount of 
paint can gild no matter how thick 
I apply it; my unloving attitude, 
which has its way of picking at 
those around me; my sinful pride, 
which can criticize and complain 
about almost anyone and any-
thing – all this and more were part 
of the Calvary equation. Soldiers 
swung the hammer, but my sins 
pierced him. Hell claimed him and 
chained him in its torments that 
Good Friday, but my sins forged 
some of the links. 
 
   Were you there when they cru-
cified my Lord? “Yes,” each of us 
must answer sadly. The hymn 
writer has it right. “Sin was there 
on Calvary, all the sins of 
ev’ryone, laid upon God’s sinless-
Lamb, there on Calvary.” 
 
   But notice something else in 
Paul’s words. God was there on 
Calvary. He “delivered” Jesus 
“over to death for our sins.”  No, 
God didn’t not cause the cross; 
human sin did that. But God used 
the cross to cancel the debt for all 

those sins. There on Calvary 
God’s justice and God’s love 
came together to deal with our 
sin. 
 
   Again the hymn writer has it 
right: “Love was there on Calvary, 
streaming from the heart of God, 
reaching out for ev’ryone, there 
on Calvary.” 
 
   There when they crucified my 
Lord? Thank God our happy an-
swer can be, “Yes,” there, seeing 
and believing what God’s love has 
done with all our sins. 
    (KES) 
      
 

 

MEMORIALS 
 
 
 

Jeanette Rupnow 
Unified Memorial         $ 50 
Rooted in Christ         $ 30 
 
Alice Rozek 
Rooted in Christ         $ 20 
 
 
 
 
 

FUNERALS 
 

February 15 – Hilde Sasse who 
died at the age of 91. 
 
February 16 – Alice Rozek who 
died at the age of 81 
 
 

WEDDING 
 

February 17 – Meghann Milbrath 
and Nic Lauersdorf. 
 
 

 

MIDWEEK 
LENTEN 

SERVICES 
 

Wednesdays, 7:00pm 
 

February 21 
February 28 

March   7 
March 14 
March 21 
March 28 
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
818 West Wisconsin Avenue 

Oconomowoc, Wisconsin   53066-2699 
Member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the WELS 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Unified Budget vs. U.B. Contributions January YTD 2007 YTD 2006

Budget 64,200.00        64,200.00           81,400.00          

U.B. Contributions 54,282.75        54,282.75           79,464.99          

U.B Contribution overage (shortage) (9,917.25) (9,917.25) (1,935.01)

UB Contributions as percent of Budget 84.6% 84.6% 97.6%

Debt as of End of Month 2007 and 2006 YTD 2007 YTD 2006

Memorial Trust Fund loan payable -                      49,718.30          

Interest due on Mem. Trust Fund loan -                      -                     

Bank line of credit outstanding -                      16,000.00          

Total debt -                      65,718.30          
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   “Please accept my sincere 
thanks for the gift of money to-
ward my school costs. Thank you 
also for remembering me in your 
prayers, and for remembering 
Luther Prep School as a blessing 
for God’s church. I am still uncer-
tain of how God wants me to 
serve him with my career, but am 
prayerfully considering the teach-
ing ministry. Whatever way God 
directs me, my Christian high 
school education will prepare me 
for work in his church. Thank 
you.” 
 

 
   “Thank you for your gift of 
money to help my parents give us 
the gift of attending Luther Prep. I 
hope to teach in one of our WELS 
schools one day and you are 
helping me accomplish this.” 
 

 
   “Thank you so much for your 
continued support as I attend Lu-
ther Preparatory School. As I en-
ter my last semester at Luther 
Prep, it is very reassuring to know 
that I have a congregation sup-
porting me not only with their 
money, but also with their 
prayers. It is so greatly appreci-
ated, and a huge blessing to my 
family and me. I pray that God 
blesses me in my last semester 
as prepare to begin my training at 
Martin Luther College next fall.” 

 
 
 

 
 

   “ 
 
   “Thank you for your gifts toward 
my Christian education. It really 
encourages me to serve in the 
ministry one way or another.” 
 

 
 

   “I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you for the gener-
ous gift that you have given to-
ward my education. It is incredible 
to see how God has blessed me 
in my studies through the financial 
assistance of my home congrega-
tion. I am especially grateful for 
this gift because costs for tuition 
and school-related expenses 
keep on rising, and it would be 
very difficult to remain in school 
without gifts from St. Matthew’s 
and other people throughout the 
WELS. 
  
   “At the seminary I attend 
classes from 7:30am until 
12:30pm, and then it is off to work 
at my part time job. I work until 
5:00pm and then head home to 
do my homework. This year dur-
ing the first semester I taught 
catechism classes to 7th and 8th 
grade students at a school in Mil-
waukee. It was a beneficial expe-
rience that will help me get ready 
for future ministry.” 
 

 
   “Thank you for the generous gift 
of money you have given to me 
for my education at Luther Prep. It 
is a great blessing to our family.” 
 

 
 
Congregation Mission Offer-
ings Increased in 2006 

 
Congregations followed 

through on their 2006 Congrega-
tion Mission Offering commit-
ments and submitted more than 
the projected amount for the cal-
endar year. The amount, $20.2 
million, was a four percent in-
crease from the $19.5 million 
given to the synod last year. 

 
The increase keeps receipts 

ahead of the U.S. rate of inflation, 
which is 3.5 percent. In order for 
WELS to maintain current minis-
tries, however, offerings need to 
grow by five to six percent each 
year. 

 
“I cannot find enough ways to 

say, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servants,’” said WELS Director of 
Christian Giving Pastor Dave Lig-
gett. “I’m confident that as we 
strive to ‘excel in the grace of giv-
ing’ we will see our giving rate 
remain above the rate of inflation 
and, with God’s help, increase to 
the point where current ministry 
can be expanded.” Churches are 
currently submitting their com-
mitments for 2007. 

 
Congregation Mission Offer-

ings is a portion of member offer-
ings committed each year by 
WELS congregations for synod-
level ministries. It is the primary 
source of synod support, making 
up 62 percent of total revenue. 
Other sources include gifts from 

individuals (8%), foundation 
grants (24%), and bequests (5%) 
besides other (1%). All sources 
fund the 2006-07 fiscal year 
budget of $32.7 million. Nearly 75 
percent of the WELS budget goes 
to support missions and ministe-
rial education, while the remain-
der goes toward such things as 
parish services, mission ad-
vancement, and administration.  

 
More information about the 

synod’s budget and the gospel 
ministry being carried out through 
your offerings can be found in the 
WELS 2006 Annual Report. 

 
Our 2006 Annual Report 

(page 25) gives a picture of the 
contributions of our congrega-
tion’s Mission Offerings sent to 
the Synod.  

 

 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN 
DINNERS 

 
     Midweek Lenten dinners will 
again be offered before the serv-
ices. The meals will be served in 
the fellowship center downstairs 

THANKS FROM OUR STUDENTS 



from 5:30–6:30PM. Cost is a 
freewill offering. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for fellowship with 
your friends/family and to top it off 
you don't have to cook supper.  
The meals will be sponsored 
by.....(and fill this in with the fol-
lowing each week)  
 
     2/21 - Shepherd's Staff  - 
Southwest Buffet 
 
     2/28 - LGP - Barbeque sand-
wiches and salad 
 
     3/7 - PTL - Spaghetti  
 
     3/14 - Choir/Bells - to be an-
nounced 
 
     3/21 - Ladies Guild - Hot 
homemade turkey sandwiches  
 
     3/28 - LP - Homemade chili 
and sandwiches  
 
 

       
 

  LIBRARY CORNER 
 
     During this season of Lent, our 
thoughts are again on Jesus' suf-
fering, death and crucifixion.  Our 
library has materials that can help 

us learn and meditate on these 
events that happened almost 
2000 years ago. "Persons of the 
Passion" describes some of the 
personalities surrounding Jesus--
persons who were there as Jesus 
was arrested, crucified, and arose 
again.  “The Crucial Hours” tells 
the Biblical story of the suffering 
and crucifixion and where possi-
ble refers to secular history to 
help understand the events and 
customs of that day. In “ All the 
Holy Days and Holidays” we are 
given short, informative, devotions 
for Lent, Palm Sunday, Good Fri-
day, and Easter, while “Miracle of 
Time” has longer messages on 
Christ, the Cross, and the Resur-
rection.   
 
     Max Lucado a popular author 
of religious books has written two 
moving books on the subject of 
Christ’s suffering.  “No Wonder 
they call him the Savior” is about 
events surrounding the Crucifixion 
whereas “And the Angels were 
Silent” covers the entire week 
before the crucifixion.  Finally we 
have a DVD of  “The Passion of 
Christ” by Mel Gibson, a very stir-
ring movie.  
 
     We hope these materials will 
help you better understand the 
events surrounding Jesus’ cruci-
fixion and get ready for the joyous 
Easter message. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
     SPIRIT WEEK  The week of 
February 26 through March 2 is 
“spirit week” at St. Matthew’s. 
This is the week leading up to our 

final basketball tournament of the 
year. Both our girls and our boys 
will try to end their seasons in a 
winning way as they travel to 
Lakeside Lutheran High School 
for tournament action March 2-4.  
 
 
     FINE ARTS FAIR  March 10-
11 is the weekend of the Lakeside 
Lutheran High School Fine Arts 
Fair. Students in grades 5-8 will 
compete for ratings as part of our 
choir and band, as well as in solo 
and small group ensembles. Look 
for more details in the Cardinal 
Connection school newsletter. 
 
 
     FIELD TRIPS The 8th grade is 
traveling to the Shauer Center in 
Hartford on Thursday, March 8, to 
take in a play that reinforces what 
they’ve learned about the “under-
ground railroad.” On Friday, 
March 23, grades K-6 are travel-
ing to First Stage Milwaukee to 
see a play. Some of the students 
will also be visiting the Children’s 
Health Education Center. 
 
 
     SINGING / PERFORMING IN 
CHURCH  The following groups 
and classes are scheduled to sing 
or perform in church during the 
month of March: 
Sunday, March 4, at 8:00 a.m.  
Kindergarten 
Sunday, March 4, at 10:30 a.m. 
Grade 1 
Sunday, March 11, at 8:00 a.m. 
Grade 2 
Wednesday, March 14, at 7:00 
p.m. Hand Chimes 

Wednesday, March 21, at 7:00 
p.m. Grades 3-5 
Sunday, March 25, at 8:00 a.m. 
Grade 6 
Wednesday, March 28, at 7:00 
p.m. YOUth Praise Choir 
 
 
     UPPER GRADE MUSICAL 
Our Upper Grades will perform 
the musical “It’s About Time” on 
Friday, March 30, and Saturday, 
March 31. Both performances are 
at 7:00 p.m. In addition there will 
be a special dress rehearsal per-
formance on Thursday, March 29, 
at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

LADIES GUILD 
 

     LWMS mission box offerings 
are due by March 5th. Ladies, if 
you are coming to our Guild 
meeting on Tuesday, February 
27th, you may bring yours at that 
time. These offerings are to be 
forwarded to Sola Millett, Mary 
Lou Schmidt or Marian Schoe-
nike. Keep in mind that the next 
LWMS convention will be held in 
Detroit, MI on June 21-24. Watch 
for highlights in the next couple of 
months.   
 



     Because of the Lenten serv-
ices, our March meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 27th, 
rather than Wednesday. We will 
be serving for the Lenten supper 
on March 21. Please help us out 
by volunteering your services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHURCH CLEANUP 

 
     On Saturday, March 31st, a 
major cleanup of the interior of 
our church is planned: Fireside 
Room, Fellowship Center, 
kitchen, Church proper, etc. Vol-
unteers are needed! Watch for 
details in the upcoming Sunday 
bulletins. 
 

A.C.T.S. 
 

     Sunday March 4th:  Guest 
speaker on the topic of other relig-
ions- you don’t want to miss this! 
 
     March 11th:  Just why are there 
so many churches in the world? – 
Guest speaker 
 
     March 18th:  What do Catholics 
really believe?  Dr. Lenz 

     March 25th:  What do Method-
ists really believe?  Miss Krajcik 
 
      Keep in mind- May 6th we will 
take a good look at what WE 
BELIEVE! 
 
      Just for FUN… Join us for a 
Progressive dinner and games on 
March 24th starting at 5pm!  We 
will go to three homes and be 
done at 10pm!  Watch for more 
details soon!     
 
    Please plan ahead to help 
serve the Easter breakfast April 
8th- we will need help on Sat 
morning as well as on Sunday!  
This will be a fundraiser for you!  
Thanks in advance!  Call Mrs. 
Lenz if have any questions 569-
6072. 
 
 

 
SHEPHERD’S STAFF 

NEWSLETTER 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE 
SHEPHERD’S STAFF! 

 
Thanks to all the new volunteers 
from the coordinators of the 
Shepherd’s Staff.  Following our 
Shepherd’s Staff Sunday we had 
new volunteers join our “flock” in 
many of our various categories.  It 
is very encouraging to the coordi-
nators to have volunteers willing 

to help when we call on them.  So 
a heartfelt “Thank You” to our new 
volunteers and to our volunteers 
who have been there for us over 
the years and continue to make 
themselves available.  God’s 
blessings to all of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LUTHERAN GIRL 

PIONEERS 
 

     Tues. Mar. 6th  6:30-8:00 
SMLS gym.      Requirement 
night. 
 
     Tues. Mar. 13th 6:30  Fireside 
room.     Leaders/Council meet-
ing. 
 
     Sat. Mar. 17th 11:00 Registra-
tion, 12:30 races start SMLS gym.  
District Pine Car race. (All girls 
are welcome to race their cars, 
whether you raced in our own 
race at SMLS or not.) 
 
     Tues. Mar. 27th  6:30-8:00 
SMLS gym.  Requirement night. 
 
 
 
 

2ND ANNUAL LADIES 
EVENT 

 
     Ladies of St. Matthew’s – 
please mark your calendars for 
Thursday evening April 19th.  The 
Ladies Guild and MOM’s Group 
will again be hosting an evening 
of fellowship that promises to be 
an inspirational event for all who 
attend.   We will be offering re-
freshments as well.    Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. and the presentation 
will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Our guest speaker will be 
Cheryl Kirking. Cheryl is an 
author, musician and professional 
speaker who makes her home in 
Lake Mills.  She has written nu-
merous books and plans to share 
her “Ripples of Joy” presentation 
based upon her book of the same 
name.    Visit Cheryl’s website at 
http://www.cherylkirking.com to 
learn more about her. 
 
     Watch for further details, as 
we will be distributing flyers to 
inform members about the event.  
We will be asking for R.S.V.P’s 
ahead for planning purposes.  
There is no charge to attend this 
event, but we will collect a free 
will offering to help defray ex-
penses.  We hope that you will 
also take this opportunity to invite 
neighbors, friends and family 
members. 

 
 
 
 



MOM’S GROUP 
 

     MOM’s Group will be changing 
March meeting dates for the 
month of March. Please note 
these special meeting times:  Fri-
day March 9 & 30th.  Both meet-
ings will begin at our normal time 
of 8:30 a.m and will be at the 
home of Sara Portale. In addition 
to our regular bible study, we will 
be discussing plans for the April 
Ladies Event.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN BOY 
PIONEERS 

 
     Saturday March 3 at 11:00 AM 
District Pine Car Race for All 
Members 
 
     Monday March 5 at 7:00 PM 
Council Meeting at Zastrow’s 
 
     Tuesday March 13 at 6:30 PM 
Buckaroos – Craft Night 
Recruits – Cook night 
Campers – Survival Skills 
Troopers – Living Values 
 
     Tuesday March 27 at 6:30 PM 
Buckaroos – Cook night 

Recruits – Board Games 
Campers – Parent / Grandparent 
Night 
Troopers – Surprise 
 
     Sat. March 31 and April 1 
Winter Fun for Recruits, Campers 
and Troopers 
 
     Questions Contact 
Dan Taubenheim  
262-966-2430 
 
 

ROOTED IN CHRIST 
 
Financial Resources Committee 
(FRC) 
  
The Rooted in Christ Fund Drive 
for the new school on Highway P 
is in its third year of a three-year 
campaign.  The committee was 
put together by the Council a 
few years ago to implement a fi-
nancial strategy that will meet the 
building requirements of the new 
school, as set out by the Building 
Committee and the overall strat-
egy of the Rooted in Christ Steer-
ing Committee. 
  
The strategy of the committee 
was to develop a long-term finan-
cial plan involving fund drives, 
bank financing, affordability 
analysis, and other financial as-
pects of the project.  Through 
everything, we know that this 
project is on God’s timeline and in 
His hands.  We will carry out the 
project keeping Him first.  We at 
St. Matthew’s can rest assured 
that this project is for the glory of 
our Triune God. It will be com-
pleted with His blessing. 

We can take a moment to cele-
brate the offerings and commit-
ments received to date.  The cu-
mulative cash balance received 
and last month’s contributions 
are reported as follows: 
 
Givings, Thrivent match (thru Dec 
2006)................$857,507 
Givings, Thrivent match (Janu-
ary).……………$15,720 
Total (through January 
2007)................$873,227 
 
More information will be given to 
the congregation through this 
monthly newsletter and, when 
warranted, in Sunday Service 
presentations.  Financial aspects 
will be covered, and if we can in-
form you of the building project 
then we will do so. 
  
Financial Resources Committee 

 
  

BD. OF OUTREACH 
 
  Ideas for Reaching  Out 
 
From time to time, your Outreach 
Committee will put suggestions in 
this newsletter for sharing our 
faith. Spreading the gospel of Je-
sus is not done alone in a church 
building.  Each one of us can and 
should share the source of our joy 
with others, wherever He has 
placed us in life. 
You do not have to know Bible 
verses off the top of your head.  
What you can do is 
share the loving gift of grace that 
the Lord continues giving to each 
one of us, salvation from our sins, 
and everlasting life.  He gives us 

understanding, and unrelenting, 
daily love.  
  
Use your life situation to share 
His gospel with your family, 
friends and neighbors.  Take a 
moment with them and tell stories 
of how God is with you always.  
Tell them how the Lord makes 
you feel – safe, comforted, 
cleansed. 
The Holy Spirit will take care of 
those person’s hearts.  But you 
can help lead the discussion and 
lead the lost into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
  
If you would like to learn more 
about this sharing, please contact 
the Outreach Committee (Jeff 
Natzke, Mark Klug, Jon Molken-
tin, Dan Hatcher). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ELECTRONIC 
BULLETIN BOARDS & 
ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
Members of our congregation 
have asked that we put the order 
of service on the screen to make 
it easier for them to keep up with 
the service, while trying to keep 
children settled.  We need to 
have several steps occur before 
we can put this into practice.   
 
First we needed a pc to run the 
system so that we do not need to 



always have someone with a lap-
top.  That first step was com-
pleted when our member, Scott 
Surges donated the necessary 
equipment.  Thank you Scott for 
your help.  That pc has been in-
stalled and is ready for use.  The 
second part is for a dedicated 
staff willing to take crucial respon-
sibility for running both the elec-
tronic bulletin board before serv-
ices, the WELS connection, once 
a month, and the order of service.  
We are looking for volunteers.  
We have four volunteers from the 
ACTS group, but need quite a few 
more to lighten the load.   
 
It is not that difficult to do, how-
ever, some basic knowledge of 
computers is necessary. Training 
will be given.  Much more impor-
tant is the willingness to familiar-
ize yourself with the order of serv-
ice and be able to keep the slides 
displayed when they are appro-
priate in the service.  If you can 
help in this very important task, 
please contact me by email at 
dfletcher@smls.org, or by 
phone at church, 567-2418 ext. 
30 or at home, 567-1475. 
 

Jesus Cares Ministries 
accepts vehicle dona-

tions 
  
The most common statement that 
I hear as WELS/ELS members 
donate their used vehicles is this; 
“I didn’t know there was a WELS 
ministry that accepted vehicle 
donations. I have always donated 
to Rawhide in the past.” This year 
about $15,000 was received for 

donated vehicle sales. This 
amount will increase as more 
people hear about this pro-
gram. Just one vehicle donation 
per week would bring an average 
of $25,000 per year in additional 
funds to preach the Good News of 
Jesus to people with 
� developmenttally disabled.  
  
Main reasons people donate:  
  

5) They have a vehicle they no 
longer have a use for and 
want to support a WELS 
ministry. 

2) They don’t want to have to pay 
for advertising to list their 
used car for sale. 

3) They don’t want to have to set 
appointments to meet po-
tential buyers to sell their 
vehicle. 

4) They get tired of potential buy-
ers telling them how bad of 
shape their car is in. 

5) They have donated vehicles in 
the past and like the con-
venience. 

  
How do you make a donation? 
  

5) Your car needs to be in run-
ning and drivable condition, 
we do not have the re-
sources to accept non-
running or non-drivable ve-
hicles. 

2) Have a clean title to the vehicle 
and the title is in your 
name, or your spouse’s 
name. 

3) Call Heidi at 414-259-0292 
and set a time to donate 
your vehicle, metro Milwau-
kee area can drop vehicle 

by appointment at our office 
located in the school build-
ing behind Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church at 94th and 
Capital Drive. Outside 
metro Milwaukee can be 
picked up by scheduled ap-
pointment, usually within a 
week to ten days. 

4) We supply the paperwork to 
facilitate the donation and 
charitable deduction that 
you maybe entitled to.  

5) Clean and washed vehicles 
tend to bring higher resale 
values which increase your 
deduction. 

  
If you have specific questions 
please call me direct at 920-661-
0861. 
  
James C. Klein, CFP® 
Resource Development Coun-
selor 
The Lutheran Home Association 
and Jesus Cares Ministries 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
SOLDIERS OF THE 

CROSS 
 

This camp is held at Camp Wy-
alusing near Prairie du Chein, WI.  
Come and join us we learn about 
“Soldiers of the Cross”.  If you 

haven’t been to this camp for 
special needs children, before, 
join us and see what we have to 
offer.  If you have been to camp, 
come and enjoy another week of 
fun and fellowship. 
 
The facilities include a lodge con-
sisting of a kitchen and dining 
area, plus a large activities area.  
There are eight cabins with 
twelve beds each, plus a coun-
selor area and bathroom facilities 
in each cabin.  There is a large 
grounds area, and there is 
swimming and other activities in 
nearby Prairie du Chein. 
 
WHO:  Children, grades 3-8 start-
ing at age 8 
 
WHEN:  July 8-13, 2007 
 
WHERE:  Wyalusing State Park 
    Group Camp Facilities 
 
COST:  $105.00 (no bus fee) 
 

APPLY NOW! 
 

Applications are available from 
pastor.  Application deadline is 

June 15, 2007. 
 
 

OMMISSION IN 
ANNUAL REPORT 

 
I made a big mistake in the an-
nual report and did not include 
the adult Praise team in the direc-
tory or the description portion of 
the annual report.  It was unfortu-
nate that this wonderful addition 
to our services was not included.  



The members work hard at bring-
ing these special services to our 
members.  Their efforts are much 
appreciated and enjoyed as 
something a bit different from 
what we have in the present hym-
nal.  If you want to know more 
about the Praise team contact 
Mrs. Joy Elowski at (262) 560-
9531 or (262) 567-5396, ext. 41.  
Those numbers are also applica-
ble for the regular church choir 
and YOUth Praise.  
 
Members of the adult praise team 
include: Joy Elowski, Lynn Pheil, 
Deb Kuklinski, Kari Tiarks, 
Samantha Neumann, Samantha 
Krajcik, Char Bouche, and Mi-
chael Lenz.  
 
YOUth Praise accompanists were 
Beth Ziel (January through May) 
and Kari Tiarks (September 
through December) 
 
In another area, Shorehaven As-
sistants, Chuck Porter was omit-
ted.  He has spent the last two 
years helping in this important 
ministry.  He also serves to as-
sure none of the patients try to 
wonder off and end up in trouble. 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to all those who helped 
the Southeastern Blood Center by 
donating blood, attempting to do-

nate blood, or taking the time to 
bring baked goods for the donors.  
The drive was very successful, as 
noted by Mr. Don Kuhl, of the 
blood center who noted we came 
in at 103% of quota.  In order for 
the center to stay ahead of the 
need the minimum percentage 
needed is 86%.  We exceeded 
that figure and thus helped out the 
severe shortage beyond the need 
for that weekend.  We had 55 
people come in and sign up to 
give blood.  48 units were col-
lected along with two platelet and 
three dual red cell collections, an 
outstanding response. 
 
Once again thank you for all you 
did.  Because so many of you 
ask, our next drive is Saturday 
April 21 from 8:00am till 1:00pm. 
Remember to keep your iron lev-
els up.  That is the number one 
reason, after travel to a restricted 
country that causes you to be re-
jected for a donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
St. Matthew’s is going to hold Va-
cation Bible School this summer.  
We still have to plan how we are 

going to accomplish this wonder-
ful task, and when we will hold the 
session.  The planning process 
has started, with our first meeting 
held this past week.  We will need 
teachers, helpers, and planners.  
If you have any ideas or would 
like to participate contact me by 
email dfletcher@smls.org by 
phone at church, 567-2418 ext 
30, or see me after church.  If 
evenings are better, feel free to 
contact me at home 567-1475.   
 
May the Lord bless us in our 
planning and in the results, as we 
reach out to the members of this 
congregation and community. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY 

SOCIETY 
 

RESURRECTION IN 
INDIA 

New Life in an Ancient World 
 

Rock River Circuit Spring Rally 
 

Saturday, April 21, 2007 
At 

St. Peter’s Ev. Lutheran School 
Helenville, WI 

 

8:30am Registration and fellow-
ship 
 
9:30am Opening Devotion and 
Welcome 
 
10:00am Speaker – Pastor Mi-
chael Duncan – Chairman, 
Committee for India Missions 
 
11:00am Business Meeting & 
Elections 
 
NOON Lunch 
 
1:15Ppm Nigeria DVD 
 
2:00pm Installation of officers and 
closing devotion. 
 
(PLEASE send Mission Money to 
treasurer by March 15, 2007). 
 

Directions to the school: 
 

From St. Matthew’s you can take 
highway F through Ixonia south 
across I94 to Sullivan, than turn 
right or west on Hwy 18.  In the 
middle of town, just past the Mo-
bil station, watch for the road to 
bend to the right.  Stay on 18 till 
you end up in Helenville.  The 
school is on the left side of the 
road, just as you come into town. 
 
 

INVENTORIES 
 

If you are an organization or 
board that has inventory such as 
books, or equipment, and have 
not submitted an inventory report, 
please due so, as the due date 
was in January.  The Board of 
Trustees has to complete a listing 



of all the church property to sub-
mit to our insurance carriers.  The 
report should be given to Dennis 
Fletcher.  It would be best if in an 
electronic format, with digital pic-
tures of the equipment if possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETERS 
 

The greeter program is being put 
back into place to help welcome 
our guests and members alike.  If 
you would like to take part in this 
important part of our outreach 
ministry, contact any member of 
the Stewardship committee or 
Dennis Fletcher, at 
dfletcher@smls.org or at church 
567-2418 ext. 30 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
BIBLE STORIES IN 

PICTURES 
 

In looking around the WELS web 
site I found an interesting area for 
the families of young children.  
Bible stories are done in comic 
book style, i.e.; they are very col-

orful and are in a comic strip for-
mat. This week’s strip covers the 
time Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and prayed.   
 
This site is one that can be 
shared with your children and the 
artist’s strip can be printed off to 
use as a simple devotion with 
your children.  It is also available 
from Northwestern Publishing 
House as a book.  The web site is 
of course www.wels.net, and 
then the top item is a selection 
called “Bible Stories in Pictures”.  
Click the link and you will be able 
to see the daily offering of a Bible 
story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WELS WEB SITE 
 

The WELS web site has lots of 
information that will be of value to 
you.  Are you a person that 
watches Pastor Mark Jeske on 
“Time of Grace”?  If you want to 
check in on the last sermon or just 
listen to the program, go to 
www.wels.net and on the home 
page in the lower right hand side 
you can open the video for “Time 
of Grace” or “Message from the 
Master”.  It is a rather large file 
and should be run with the newest 
version of software for best re-
sults 

On the left-hand side of the home 
page is a link and a pull-down 
menu called “quick links”, this will 
allow you to look up the synod 
year book to find a church while 
you are on vacation, or find a 
called worker. 
 
Under WELS affiliates you can 
find the link for MLC, Luther Prep, 
Lutheran Pioneers or Girl Pio-
neers, NPH or many other organi-
zations that you may find of inter-
est. 
 
If you have questions about this 
and want someone to help you, I 
will try to do so.  By now, in all the 
articles you do know how to reach 
Dennis. 
 

SUGGESTIONS 
 

We are always looking for addi-
tional items to add to the “Mes-
senger.  Please let us know if we 
are missing some item of interest. 
 
 


