
 
“Side-tracked” 

     A man from Atlanta was attracted one day by a sign that read, “Church of God Grill.”  His curiosity 
forced him to check out the background of such an odd name. He learned that a small mission, in 
order to raise money, had started to sell chicken dinners after church on Sunday.  That helped to 
pay the bills, and people liked the chicken. 
     The business continued to grow, so to accommodate, they cut back on the church services.  The 
business continued to grow, so they just closed the church altogether and continued to serve 
chicken dinners. 
     The owner explained, “We kept the name we started with, and that’s “Church of God Grill.” 
     The chicken survived, but the church died... 
     Oh, to be sure there’s a lot of activity going on in the visible Christian Church today.  But is it truly 
building God’s kingdom?  We could be so focused on “doing” things to appear functional and rele-
vant in the world today.  But is all our “busyness” as people or congregations really advancing 
Christ’s cause? 
     Remember what happened on the first Pentecost? The Father sent the promised gift of the Holy 
Spirit to build the Church on the basis of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.  The apostles, inspired 
by the Lord directly, have recorded God’s Word.  By that powerful Gospel the Lord gives us faith in 
Jesus and keeps us in the one true faith.  We confess Jesus is Lord.  He, true God and true man, 
alone is our Savior.  Only His holy life and innocent suffering and death could...and did earn forgive-
ness of sins for us all!  Only He makes life worth living and death worth dying, for through Him we 
have everlasting life in heaven awaiting us! 
     Let’s ensure that we, members of Christ’s Church, continue to hold to the Gospel, live by the faith 
in Jesus, and proclaim the Gospel in our homes, congregations, and outreach efforts.  The Holy 
Spirit will continue to work in His wonderful, invisible way to grant us peace with God through Jesus.  
He will continue to equip us to serve the Lord in love.  He will bring about the salvation of others 
through the Gospel we share! Stay active in the Word throughout the summer, and continue to invite 
your friends and family to learn of Jesus with you in worship and Bible study. 

                                                                           Pastor Jonathan E. Schultz 
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 Church Service Times 
Beginning, June 1 our late service 
starts at 10:00am instead of 10:30am.  
This will continue through August 31. 

Summer Sermon Series  
Throughout the summer our messages will be from the 
2nd lesson appointed for the Sunday, all from the book of 
Romans. May the Lord bless us as we hear His Word 
throughout the summer months and learn from the doc-
trines and applications of God’s truth revealed in Ro-
mans.  



 
 
Memorials 
 
 

In memory of: 
Art Kinkel 
Unified Budget                 $  40 

 
 

FINANCIAL RESULTS – APRIL  (4/08) 
 
TOTAL INCOME                                           $389,999.55 
TOTAL EXPENSES                                      $442,103.62  
NET TOTAL                                                  ($ 52,104.07) 
DEBT RETIREMENT OFFERINGS               $  4,037.00 
OPERATING SURPLUS/(SHORTFALL)      ($48,067.07) 
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Contributions 
Unified Budget vs. U.B. Contributions            April      YTD 2008       YTD 2007 
Budget         59,291.67        277,166.67      267,100.00 
U.B. Contributions                                        89,353.43        296,694.32      246,521.79 
U.B. Contribution overage (shortage)          30,061.76          19,527.65      (20,578.21) 
                    =========       =========   ========= 
            150.7%               107.0%           92.3% 
  

Debt as of End of Month 2008 and 2007                              YTD 2008     YTD 2007 
Memorial Trust Fund loan payable                                             ----                 ---- 
Interest due on Mem. Trust Fund loan                                       ----                 ---- 
Bank line of credit outstanding                                              50,000.00           ----                                  -                
Total Debt                                                                                   ----                 ---- 
       =========     ======== 
   

 
 

Attendance 
Average Attendance 
“Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it” 
Worship—Average Weekly Attendance (April) 

Sunday: 488 

Monday:   39   

Total:      527   

Communion—Average Attendance/Communion Service (April) 

Sunday:  317 

Monday:   30   

Total:      347                     Average Bible Study Attendance 

                                   Adult/teen Bible Study (Sundays & Monday)            83 

                                   Sunday Bible School                                                 39 

 

Pastoral Visits   
Pastor Schultz notes:  "I am continuing to put out a list for pastoral visits 
in our members' homes. I've appreciated your cooperation in allowing me 
to visit in so many homes thus far. Please check the list on the church 
entrance stand and sign up for a time for me to visit if I haven't had the 
chance to be with you yet. It's a great way to get better acquainted as we 
serve the Lord together in our congregation. It also gives me an opportu-
nity for a brief Bible reading and devotion with you and your family." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Church Picnic 

The date for the Annual Church Picnic 
has been set for Sunday, August 24th.  

The details and times have to be 
planned and set.  Watch for further de-
tails in the August Newsletter and in the 

electronic and paper bulletins. 




