
 
UNDERSTANDING FREEDOM  
 
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 
again by the yoke of slavery...You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:1,13) 
 
Are you feeling free today?  We really value our freedom in America, although so often we don’t fully under-
stand it. People complain about the loss of freedom as government regulates more and more of our lives. The 
real fear some have is that government will somehow take over too much of our lives and leave us feeling en-
slaved like others have become around the world. It is important to fight to keep freedom.  
 
But more valuable is the spiritual freedom we have in Christ, although many times we don’t fully understand it. 
Sometimes religious leaders and sometimes our own mindset begins to make up rules of things we must do 
in order for God to accept us. Other times we go the extreme opposite direction and think we can just live 
wildly as we please. In the book of Galatians Paul fights for our proper understanding of the freedom we have 
in Christ so that we don’t lose it. By his life, death and resurrection Jesus has lifted off the burden of our sin 
so we can be free of its guilt and punishment. He has removed the overbearing pressure of law from cutting 
off our right standing with God. He has pulled us away from our sinful, selfish ways and put us on the liberat-
ing course of serving God that involves honoring his will and dealing with others in love.  
 
Don’t lose that freedom for yourself, but keep growing in your daily focus on your Savior, Jesus Christ.  Stop 
and give thanks to your Savior-God for the peace and power that comes from being free in Christ. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE 4TH OF JULY — Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have 
and enjoy is a gift from your gracious hand.  We come before you in heartfelt appreciation for our na-
tion and its people.  We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without 
fear.  You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and mountain, 
and the marvels of medicine and science.  For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you.  Look 
with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties.  Enable our leaders to govern with 
wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice.  Protect those who serve in the armed forces and those who 

maintain peace and safety in our communities.  Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the com-
mon good.  Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong.  Bless our fields that they may produce 
abundant harvests.  Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and spare our land from the ravages of disease 
and epidemic.  Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you.  Strengthen the homes of our nation.  By your 
Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsi-
bility, and children to show respect.  Loving Father in heaven, we pray all of this confident that you will hear us, and 
that you will respond for our welfare, for we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who with you and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns as one God, now and forever.  Amen.   



Memorials 
 
In memory of: 
 
 

Lucille Sonntag – sister of Charles Boehme 
Capital Improvement     $ 35 
 
Parents of Bob and Connie Hanson 
Memorial Library               $ 80 
 
Norma Otto 
Capital Improvement        $130 
Unified Budget                  $260 
Memorial Trust Fund $ 10 
WELS Missions $ 15 
 
Helen Weiss 
Capital Improvement $ 10 
WELS Missions $ 15 

 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL RESULTS – MAY  (5/08) 
 
TOTAL INCOME                                           $458,738.97 
TOTAL EXPENSES                                      $544,690.69  
NET TOTAL                                                 ($  85,951.72) 
DEBT RETIREMENT OFFERINGS             $     4,808.00  
OPERATING SURPLUS/(SHORTFALL)     ($ 81,143.72) 
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Contributions 

 
 

Attendance 
Average Attendance 
“Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it” 
Worship—Average Weekly Attendance (May) 

Sunday: 415 

Monday:  45   

Total:     460   

Communion—Average Attendance/Communion Service (May) 

Sunday:  301 

Monday:   42   

Total:      343                     Average Bible Study Attendance 

                                   Adult/teen Bible Study (Sundays & Monday)            85 

                                   Sunday Bible School                                                 35 

 

                                

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped me get my tuition assistance. It really 
helps me and my family. I really enjoy coming here to Prep and have 
made lots of new friends as well. I am also learning new things like Latin. 
Thank you again for the assistance and God's blessings. 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Unified Budget vs. U.B. Contributions  May   2008 YTD   2007 YTD  
Budget    59,291.67     336,458.34     331,400.00  
U.B. Contributions    57,544.76     354,239.08     306,572.74  
U.B Contribution overage (shortage)     (1,746.91)      17,780.74      (24,827.26) 
UB Contributions as percent of Budget 97.1% 105.3% 92.5% 

    

Debt as of End of Month 2008 and 2007   2008 YTD 2007 YTD 
Memorial Trust Fund loan payable   -   -  
Interest due on Mem. Trust Fund loan   -   -  
Bank line of credit outstanding       50,000.00   -  
Total debt       50,000.00                  -    
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Bible Study 
 

Sunday Bible Study  we will gather from 9:15-9:45 each 
Sunday.  We encourage all our adults and teens to join us.  
We will study the Old Testament and Gospel lessons ap-
pointed for the worship service that Sunday.  These studies will be a wonderful blessing as we tie in the entire theme 
of the Sunday in worship and Bible study. 
Monday Bible Hour:  is also offered on Mondays, 8:00-8:40pm for those who are unable to attend on Sundays.    
Tuesday Bible Study meets in the Fireside Room at 6:30am.  Come and join us! 
Sunday Vacation Bible Study  will run from Sunday, June 22nd from 9:15 to 9:45 am.  Take an adventure this 
summer with “Soaring HIGH!”  Soar to California, Brazil, Yellowstone, the shores of Lake Michigan, and Hawaii, and 
learn fun facts about each place. But exciting travels are just the beginning! We will also lead students through Bible 
lessons, interactive activities, and theme-related crafts to learn important Bible truths.  Invite your friends to join 
you.   

 

 

 

 Baptisms 

June 8, 2008 — Landon Alan Fenwick, infant son of 
Thomas and Amanda Fenwick; sponsor Ashby 
Kruschke   

 

June 14, 2008—Aiden Patrick Kelley, infant son of 
Sean and Nicole Kelley; witnesses Linda Bauer and 
Kimberley Kresse 

 

June 29, 2008—Kayle Lynn Jezak, infant daughter of 
Kevin and Melissa Jezak; sponsors Patrick Scham-
pers and Stephanie Jezak 

 

The annual church picnic will be changing its location for 2008.  We will be located at Ski Slide Park at the corner of 
Ski Slide Road and Highway 16 or Broadway.  We have the entire park to ourselves, with the shelter, concession 
stand for our food, and the ball diamonds and soccer field.  We have the football field as well. There will be plenty of 
room for our whole congregation, and your neighbors and friends. 

Our plan is to have an outdoor service at the usual 10:00AM, followed by the picnic lunch at 11:30AM and than en-
joy some fellowship playing softball, soccer, football, play some cards, or just sit and talk to your friends and 
neighbors.  There is a play area of swings and climbing things with a sand base for the kids. 

As with any activity of this nature, we need some planning to put this together.  We will need a plan for the “pot 
luck” with a dish to pass, need someone to bring grills and charcoal, and someone or group of people that could 
come up with some ideas for the younger children. 

Set up would be minimal as there are about 10 tables and plenty of grass to just spread out a blanket and have a 
real picnic.  One area that always seems to be a problem is in cleanup.  With the use of the park we do not have to 
clean floors, just clean off the tables and clean up any thrash and put it in the dumpster.  The result is that this 
should be a rather easy activity to facilitate. 

We will need some volunteers to help get electronic gear to the park for the service, someone to coordinate getting 
grills and charcoal, a group to organize games for teens and adults, games for the small children, and a group to 
tidy up the park when we leave.  Please sign up for assisting in this activity by use of a sign-up sheet in the narthex. 

We will have a signup sheet on the desk in the narthex so we have some idea as to the number of people that will 
attend.  Please bring a dish to pass and your own meat.  Remember to bring a lawn chair and/or blanket to enjoy 
the picnic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Schmechel entered the eternal glory with  
our Savior on May 31, 2008 at the age of 96 years old. 

June 14, 2008—Norma Otto who died on June 11, 
2008 at the age of 97 years old. 


